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Takoma Academy Tigers Vs. Bishop McNamara  
 
  
                      After the long offseason of disappointment a chance for revenge and 

redemption is here. Takoma Academy soccer is back! A new era of young players mixed 

with season-veterans and players who are taking on a big load of responsibility. Never 

before have I seen a roster as young as this for Takoma Academy. There had always 

been much older seniors and juniors who had always carried the load when you look at 

the last three years. You had players like David Miongo, Diego Carrillo, Renee Rodriguez, 

and Taylor Waters. There was always a backbone with this team, but now we are eager 

to see who steps up.  Also the much anticipated seasons of the Rodriguez brothers 

continues to come to my mind. With Henderson a senior, and Darwin a junior, the team 

will rely heavily on them. Well, nevertheless, the first scrimmage took place on Tuesday 

and the game was meant to see how well the younger players would play, but also the 

first-year older players. 

First Half 
 
                  This was actually an interesting game because of the newly organized Tiger 

team. It was only a scrimmage but this was a huge implication of what the season would 

look like? So, it started with high intensity and anxiety as both teams were attached to 

their defensive and attacking schemes. The Bishop McNamara players were much more 

physical and it showed as they played with a fast pace. Takoma played with a much 

different team as first-year starters ran up and down the pitch, fighting for every touch. 

Darwin and Henderson Rodriguez showed much of the energy and pace, as they 

attacked from central attacking defense. Both teams had some opportunities but it was 

scoreless for most of the half. Bishop McNamara failed to exploit open creases in the 

Tiger defense. There were a couple of golden opportunities on the wing but new goalie 



Darren Caleb showed he is ready for a crucial role on the soccer team. This was a guy 

who had never played soccer in his whole Takoma Academy career. TA was playing a 

two-man attacking offense with Stefan Laurry, a Takoma forward, receiving most passes 

on fast breaks. Darwin Rodriguez was the main facilitator of these pushes. There was not 

a greater chance than the chance Laurry had when he missed a huge one-on-one with 

the goalie. Both teams were frustrated and every fan at Takoma Academy was hoping for 

the soccer gods to give us a goal to rave on. During a water break near the end of the 

half, the star captain Henderson Rodriguez had something to say to his team, 

considering the opposing team’s throw-ins: “Why are we giving the ball to them. Are they 

our friends? They are much more physical than us. Don’t give them the ball”. Soon the 

first half was over, and we were still scoreless. We all wondered if the runner up Tigers 

would win the first-impression game of 2018 and return to regular-season form. 

 

Second Half 

 

     Going into the second-half, I’m pretty sure we all thought the stars would show up for 

the Tigers to break the scoreless tie in the first-impression game. What we forgot to 

consider is would any first-year players come through? Indeed. That player was Max Diaz, 

a first-year defender in his junior year, a player who you can’t overlook. To rock the 

whole campus, he broke the ice with an assist to the hat-trick hero Henderson Rodriguez, 

and just like that it was 1-0 Tigers! And for some reason I was thinking that this could be a 

new Max-Henderson connection, but maybe that is a stretch. You never know… Now, the 

momentum had instantly shifted and we were all eager to see how a tense McNamara 

team would respond after the tie had been broken. Would they press? Or would they 

keep playing their same style of soccer hoping they would eventually break through. The 

story for most of the half for Bishop was missed opportunities. They had an unbelievable 

amount of chances on goal but nothing came out of it. Something they did do well was 

keeping the ball on their side of the field and passing and dribbling efficiently. The 

problem for their attackers was simply just putting the ball in the net. Darren Caleb 



continued a star-studded game at goalkeeper becoming one of the reasons for the 

scoring woes of Bishop McNamara. He made a huge statement to Coach Brown and to 

every single player who was hoping to be a goalie. You always want to make a statement 

when you are playing a new position in any sport, and put all the questions to bed. 

Intensity was building as Mcnamara continued their shooting struggles. The biggest play 

of the game was a three-chance play in which their attackers did not score, and as you 

were watching you thought they would score, and when they didn’t, you turned away in 

shock. With the game nearing its end, the TA defense continued to shine as most of their 

half was defending and seldom was there a run the other way. There was one last 

chance and it was a free kick for a McNamara  striker from the left-side of the pitch. We 

all looked on and wondered if they would eliminate all frustration and create a magic 

moment. That creation did not come as the kick was deflected out of bounds for a 

Takoma goal-kick. Takoma Academy was moments away from a good start to the 2018 

season. The seconds went off the clock and TA had won! There are still many questions 

about new players like Roman Thompson and Solomon Hill, also there are new 

responsibilities for players like Anthony Dortch and Donovan Ross, but the season will 

reveal all these questions. To start the official season, why not start with a rematch of the 

2017 championship with Grace Christian! That should be a good one. We will see how 

good this team can be and if they can avenge their championship lost by winning it all 

once again. 

 

 


